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PRESS RELEASE 




15th January 2010

Spymonkey and Royal & Derngate Northampton present

Spymonkey’s Moby Dick

Directed by Jos Houben & Rob Thirtle

UK Tour, 10th February – 1st May 2010
Spymonkey is an international team, comprising Aitor Basuri, Petra Massey, Toby Park and Stephan Kreiss.  From their first show in 1998, STIFF, (which claimed the Total Theatre Award at the Edinburgh Fringe 2000), the Company has continued to represent the best in contemporary British comic entertainment. In 2003, the Company took time out from touring to join Cirque du Soleil in Las Vegas, for the burlesque cabaret ZUMANITY, which they performed over 900 shows to half a million people. More recently, SPYMONKEY’S COOPED was the smash hit of Edinburgh Fringe 2006, Brighton Festival, Just For Laughs Montreal, Melbourne Comedy Festival and two sell-out London seasons. In December 2009 Toby and Petra starred with Ronnie Corbett and Sandi Toksvig in CHRISTMAS CRACKER at the Royal Festival Hall, London, alongside Fiona Shaw, Denise Van Outen, John Humphrys, Jon Snow, Arthur Brown, Miriam Margolyes and June Whitfield.

SPYMONKEY’S MOBY DICK sees the quartet team up with writer and director Jos Houben, an original member of Complicité, director of The Right Size for 10 years and a professor at the International Theatre School Jacques Lecoq. His recent work includes Peter Brook’s Beckett Fragments and his hugely successful one-man show, The Art of Laughter. Associate director Rob Thirtle’s work includes Jerry Springer the Opera, National Theatre of Scotland, the New York Met and Improbable. The show also features original music by Toby Park and the wildly inventive talents of Lucy Bradridge (costume and props) and Graeme Gilmour (stage design) who was responsible for the Tam O’Shanter procession and sculpture at the opening ceremony of Homecoming Scotland 2009 and Shockheaded Peter; and lighting design by Phil Supple, regular collaborator with National Theatre of Scotland and Improbable.

★★★★ 'Gloriously anarchic, constantly entertaining. Inspired comic misrule. Moby Dick will give you a whale of a time' The Times
In this glorious mis-telling of Herman Melville’s epic adventure, four actors find themselves trapped in the belly of a literary monster. As they ponder the irony of their fate they recount a story of Moby Dick, sparkling with their own fantastical flourishes. The novel’s epic examination of good, evil, fate and obsession is lost on them. And then, mysteriously, found on them again.
"Must be the funniest show on any stage in Britain at the moment [and] soon, no doubt, 'anywhere in the world'. It really is that brilliant. Sly and witty, deftly debunking theatrical conventions at every turn, full of brilliantly-executed physical comedy, with warm and winning turns from a company of four magnificent performers, it is an absolute must-see." Birmingham Post

Will Ahab’s thirst for revenge be unhinged by the well-meaning but staggeringly inept attentions of his crew? Now that he has found true love, is Ishmael still fated to be the sole survivor of the Pequod? Can a mermaid figurehead get pregnant? And what does a cannibal harpoonist from Bavaria eat?

★★★★★ "Marvellously anarchic talents. Genius. 

Two hours of magic" Whatsonstage.com
In the latest of four internationally acclaimed and award-winning productions, which have left audiences in over 20 countries weeping with laughter, and garnered undiluted comparisons with the likes of Monty Python, the Marx Brothers, the Goons and the Carry On films, Spymonkey is throwing its high octane, explosively surreal bag of tricks into the hold and setting sail on its spring tour. 

"Extraordinary. Spymonkey present another fabulous creation" The Stage
Once again, this hugely skilled quartet of performers will be blurring the boundaries between comic styles with side-splitting results. Throw in some hilariously inventive musical numbers, the odd horn-pipe dance, some fantastical costumes and batten down the hatches for a delightfully anarchic voyage into lunacy. Thar she blows! 

Website: http://www.spymonkey.co.uk/mobydick/
Press Images: http://www.spymonkey.co.uk/mobydick/mobydick-resources-frameset.htm
Press enquiries: Toby Park - 07766 712757 tobypark@spymonkey.co.uk
Spring 2010 Tour Schedule

10 - 13 Feb Traverse Theatre Edinburgh 

http://www.traverse.co.uk/
Performances 7.30pm (Saturday 2.30pm matinee)
17 - 18 Feb Showzam! Festival, Grand Theatre Blackpool
http://www.showzam.co.uk/mobydick
Performances 7.30pm

23 - 24 Feb New Theatre Royal Portsmouth 

http://www.newtheatreroyal.com/
Performances 7.30pm
26 - 28 Feb Theatre Royal Winchester

http://www.theatre-royal-winchester.co.uk/
Performances 8pm

15 - 20 March Espoo Theatre, Helsinki Finland http://www.espoonteatteri.fi/?page=194&uselang=uk
Performances 7.00pm
20 April - 1 May Lyric Hammersmith, London

http://www.lyric.co.uk/
Performances 7.30pm (Saturday 1st May matinee 2.30pm)

